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Attention: TSCA Section 8(e) Coordinator
RE:  Reproductive Toxicity Range-Finding Study of Polyethylbenzene in Rats
Dear Sir or Madam:

On November 19, 2004, the American Chemistry Council Ethylbenzene Panel (Panel)
submitted a letter on behalf of the members pursuant to Section 8(e) of the Toxic Substances
Control Act (TSCA) to inform EPA of data from a dose range-finding study that is being
conducted on Polyethylbenzene Bottoms (CAS No. 68987-42-8) under the HPV Challenge
Program. There was an error in the letter regarding sponsoring companies. TOTAL
PETROCHEMICALS U.S.A., Inc. (formerly Atofina Petrochemicals, Inc.) is a sponsor of the
study that is subject of the letter. Therefore, I am enclosing a corrected copy of the November
19, 2004 report. The only change is the inclusion of TOTAL PETROCHEMCIALS in the

sponsor list.

I am sorry for any inconvenience this error may cause.

Py

- Ehizabeth J. Moran, Ph.D.
Manager, Ethylbenzene Panel
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CORRECTED

BY Certified Mail

Document Processing Center

EPA East Mall (Mail Code 7407M)
Office of Pollution Prevention and Toxics
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Washington DC 20460

Attention: TSCA Section 8(e) Coordinator
RE:  Reproductive Toxicity Range-Finding Study of Polyethylbenzene in Rats
Dear Sir or Madam:

The American Chemistry Council Ethylbenzene Panel (Panel) submits this letter on
behalf of the members (listed below) pursuant to Section 8(e) of the Toxic Substances Control
Act (TSCA) to inform EPA of data from a dose range-finding study that is being conducted
on Polyethylbenzene Bottoms (CAS No. 68987-42-8) under the HPV Challenge Program.
The sponsors of the Polyethylbenzene in the HPV program are: BP, Chevron Phillips
Chemical Company, The Dow Chemical Company, Lyondell Chemical Company, NOVA
Chemicals Inc., and TOTAL PETROCHEMICALS U.S.A., Inc. The Panel has not made a
determination as to whether a significant risk of injury to health or the environment is
presented by these findings.

The Panel conducted a range-finding study at WIL Research Laboratories to develop
information to aid in selection of exposure concentrations for a planned OECD 422 study on a
Polyethylbenzene Bottoms stream. Both studies are being conducted under the HPV
Challenge Program. The range-finding study design called for exposing groups of 5 male and
5 pregnant female Sprague Dawley rats to 3,000, 1,500, 500 or 50 mg/kg/day
polyethylbenzene in corn oil for 14 days prior to mating and throughout mating. Male rats
were to be dosed for a minimum of 28 days. Female rats were to be treated throughout
gestation until one day prior to sacrifice on gestation day 20. Females showing no evidence
of mating were to be treated until 7 days following completion of the mating period.
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All rats in the 3,000 and 1,500 mg/kg dose groups died or were sacrificed in extremis
during the first week of treatment. At the 500 mg/kg/day dose, there were elevations in early
resorptions, total resorptions and percent post implantation loss and an increase in the
numbers of female fetuses. These effects were not seen in the group of rats receiving daily
gavage doses of 50 mg/kg/day. Unaudited draft data tables for these effects are attached.

The study is presently ongoing at the laboratory. The final report will be provided to
EPA, once it becomes available.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 301 924 2006 or
Elizabeth Moran@americanchemistry.com.

Yours tryly) Y

o zﬂé/ - T—r0V0
Elizabeth J. Moran, Ph.D.
Manager, Ethylbenzene Panel

Attachment: Unaudited Draft Data Tables
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